2025 Amazon Cruise and Machu Picchu Discovery

March 30 — April 11 2025

Brand £




Introductions

Your Brand g hosts:

James Mayo and Les Porter



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick Introductions:
James Mayo host and Tour leader for Brand g.  
Les Porter host, MC & Tour leader for Brand g. 




Agenda

* Guest Trip Stats

* Trip Guide Page

* Before you go

 Weather, Water, & Toilets

e Packing Suggestions

* WhatsApp Messaging Group
* Helpful Travel Tips

* [tinerary Overview

* Meal Pre-Selections

* Q&A



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trip Guide Page.  
Talk about some packing suggestions including some essentials.
WhatsApp messaging group
Briefly review the itinerary.
Noting a more robust itinerary can be found on the BGP.  
Speak about some helpful travel tips
And finally open the call for some Q&A. 

If you’re ready we’ll move on to our Trip Guide page.  



Guest Trip Stats

1. Age Overview 3. Regional Trends
Average Age: 66 years California & Florida dominate the guest list, featuring cities
Age Range: 55 to 75 years like Palm Springs, San Jose, Wilton Manors, and Fort

Lauderdale—popular LGBTQ+ hubs.
2. Geographic Distribution

United States Massachusetts guests cluster in progressive cities such as
* California (CA): 9 guests Northampton, Newton, and Salem.
* Florida (FL): 8 guests
* Massachusetts (MA): 6 guests 4. Same First Names
* Texas (TX): 4 guests Observations:
* New York (NY): 3 guests * Johnis the most common name, with 5 occurrences.
* North Carolina (NC): 2 guests * David follows closely with 4 guests.
* Tennessee (TN): 2 guests * Billand Bob each appear 3 times.
International * Rick, Ken, and Kevin are each used by 2 guests.
e (Canada (AB & ON): 4 guests
* Australia (NSW): 2 guests 5. First timers vs Veterans
* France (Paris): 1 guest 16 First time Brand g Travelers, Amazing! Welcome!

26 Veteran Guests


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Average age of 66 and most guests in their 60s. 

California and Florida lead in guest representation, reflecting popular LGBTQ+ hubs. 

We also have international guests from Canada, Australia, and France, adding a global touch. 

Notably, common names like John, David, and Bill appear frequently, so we’re mindful of using full names for clarity.

16 new travelers to Brand g with 26 veteran Brand g Travelers.


2025 Amazon Craise and Machn Picchm Discovery

Trip Guide for Booked Guests

Trip Guide

e This is a great resource for trip
information.

* Here we have posted a summary
itinerary and hotel details

* Pre trip information. @ L
Seee 5332 o o slzeters ve ese Belore You Go
e Scan the QR Code to T REIRY Oy i
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Trip Guide Page contains a wealth of information. It contains everything we’ll cover in the following slides and more.

You’ll find items like: �packing suggestions
currency matters�summary itinerary 

and a list of the hotels and contact numbers to leave at home with loved ones as well as much more. 

We recommend everyone take a glance at this page, even if you have before, as we may have added some new information since your last visit.

Let’s talk about some things to do before you go!


Personal Travel
Documents

* Passport
e Valid for 6 months after return.

 Entry/Exit Requirements

* Check the requirements based on your
country of residence. Be sure to officially
document your date and place of entry.

* Tip
» Keep copies of important documents in a
separate place.

* Please visit our Booked Guest Page for
more information.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make sure immigration stamps your passport on arrival. 

Without an entry record, you won’t be allowed to leave the country until immigration confirms your entry—this can be time-consuming and costly.

I personally keep a copy of the front and back of all travel documents ID’s and credit cards saved where I can get them should I lose my phone. 


Peru Weather,
Water, & Toilets

* Weather

Average High/Low (°F) in March/April
* Lima: 65— 80 °F
e Amazon: 70—-90 °F
* Cusco: 44 — 68 °F

Prepare for a range of temperatures across
the different locations on your trip.

e Water: Please stick to bottled or carafe
water.

» Toilets: Please dispose of your paper
products in the provided can or paper bag.
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Presentation Notes
We’ll visit wide range of terrains; please be sure you have the appropriate apparel.  I run cold so I bring lots of hoodies. 

Lima is consistent and warm. 
The Amazon is hot and humid
Cusco can be chilly and night and cool during the day. 

Water: Personally, I do not drink tap water anywhere in Peru and I use bottled water to brush my teeth. 

Toilets: Where provided please discard paper waste in the bin provided. 


Packing Suggestions

Clothing
Casual Attire: Lightweight, breathable clothing for daily touring.

Smart Casual Outfits: For dinners and evening events.

Warm Layers: Sweaters, fleece, or jackets for cooler evenings.
Waterproof Jacket: For outdoor activities. Skiffs have Rain Jackets.
Comfortable Walking Shoes: Essential Machu Picchu and Ollantaytambo.
Swimwear: For pools or spas.

Hat and Sunglasses: For sun protection during outdoor activities.
Windproof/Waterproof Layers: For boat tours or windy conditions.

Health & Personal Items

Sunscreen

Insect Repellent: For the Amazon and other outdoor areas w/ DEET high %
Lip Balm: With SPF to protect against sun and wind.

Medications: Any required medications, plus extras for unforeseen delays.
Reusable Water Bottle: To stay hydrated during activities.

Basic First Aid Kit: Bandages, pain relievers, and anti-nausea meds for road
or boat travel.
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Electronics
Camera/Smartphone: For capturing the stunning scenery.
Power Adapter: 220V

2 types of plugs (Type A) - Flat parallel prongs and (Type C) — Round
Prongs

Portable Charger or Power Bank: For long touring and transfer days.
Headphones: For personal entertainment.

Day Bag Essentials

Day Backpack or Bag: Lightweight and suitable for carrying daily items.
Snacks: For road trips or long tours.

Small Umbrella or Rain Poncho: For unexpected weather changes.
Notebook/Pen: To jot down memorable experiences.

Specialty Items

Binoculars: For wildlife spotting during boat cruises or in nature.
Flip Flops: For spa or pool visits.
Sturdy Hiking Shoes


Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ll be in many different climates and sub climates. 

Please prepare for a mix of weather. 

Personal Items: Bug spay, Deet based. Sun protection, reuseable water bottle. 

Specialty items: Binoculars, sturdy shoes for hiking.


Local Communities Support

Supporting Local Communities with School Supplies & Hygiene Items

A visit to a local village may be scheduled during the cruise.

We encourage guests to bring donations such as:
* Notebooks & school supplies
* Toys
* T-shirts
* Health & hygiene products

If we do not visit, the Delfin crew will deliver your donations on your behalf.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of our commitment to supporting the native communities in the region, we may have the opportunity to visit a local village during the cruise. 

Whether we visit in person or not, we encourage guests to consider bringing along some small, thoughtful donations. Items like notebooks, pencils, crayons, toys, t-shirts, and basic health and hygiene products are always appreciated and make a significant difference. 

If we don’t get to visit the village ourselves, the Delfin crew ensures that all donations are safely delivered to those in need. Every little contribution goes a long way!


Helpful Travel Tips

Brand ﬁ"‘



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s go over a brief list of travel tips for this trip.


Helpful
Travel Tips

Less is more — pack for convenience

Water — Use carafe or bottled.

What is the tipping culture in Peru?
* Generally, 10%
* CASH ONLY

Peruvian Soles (SOL) S1 USD = $3.65 SOL
Cash or Credit Card (Visa and MasterCard)

Photography


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brand g includes 1 checked bag on the internal flights. Any checked luggage in excess of 1 or weight will have to be paid for at each check-in.  

Reminder to use bottled and carafe Water

Packing – as a reminder we have several flights and coach rides, packing responsibly and mindfully to make transferring smooth and hassle free. 5 Hotel Stays

What is the tipping? Prepaid gratuities have been arranged if you are eating out or doing private tours it is customary to add a 10% gratuity in CASH ONLY

What currency do they accept? Peruvian Soles
Most Major credit cards are the most widely accepted 
Cash is always a good idea to keep a small amount with you 
Photography: Ask Permission before photographing people. Some may request a tip, especially those in traditional garments. – If someone hands you a llama they WILL ask for money 


WhatsApp Group

This group will be used to update everyone with reminders and
any changes to the printed schedule.

Group Chat Etiquette

* Keep group focused on questions and communications.

* Look at the time before you send a message to the group. If
it’s late, message or call one of your Brand g hosts directly.

L ,:-.
offakie.

* Sharing photos can push important information up.
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Presentation Notes
Recommend download app stateside 

We’ll use the group for written reminders of updates we’ve previously verbally communicated.

There is WIFI at all the hotel properties on our itinerary.  

Messaging will be restricted until the trip starts.



Upon Arrival: After you go through baggage claim and
customs and exit the terminal and cross the street to
the Wyndham Costa Del Sol Hotel.

Our transfer representative will be holding a Brand g
logo sign and will transfer you to your hotel.

Arrivals
Reminder

Please remain outside the Wyndham Hotel and wait
for them to find you.

Need Help Upon Arrival?

Please contact our local team in the event of a flight
number change into Lima or for assistance with your
arrival transfer.

The Lima team can be reached at +55-993-500-666.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
They key is to exit the terminal and cross the street towards the Wyndham Costa Del Sol Hotel. 

There you’ll see a representative holding a Brand g logo sign. 

Please call the local Peru number if you do not see or cannot find the representative. 

I’ll be sending out a reminder of this about 7 days before the start of the program. 


[tinerary Overview

Brand ﬁ""



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next few slides will contain some of the highlights of our itinerary. 

The final version of the schedule will be posted to the Trip Guide page, and you’ll receive a printed version in Lima. 

This overview is mainly to provide you with the general flow of the trip, and to potentially spark some questions for the end of this meeting.


Lima Peru
(3/30-4/1)
Lima Hilton Miraflores

Day 1: Mar 30

* Welcome desk. Miraflores Lobby 9am-3pm
* Welcome Reception on the 11t Floor

Day 2: Mar 31

* All Day Touring including Lunch @ the Larco
* Dinner on your own

Day 3: Apr 1

* Depart for Iquitos and Nauta and board the
Delfin 111
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
March 30th Day 1:  
Most everyone has arrived by this time.  
Les and I will have a welcome desk in the hotel starting at 9am on April 1st. 

First event is a welcome reception tonight on the 11th floor at 5:30pm.  We’ll be done by about 7pm. 

March 31st Day 2: 
All day touring in the UNESCO world heritage site of Lima.  

April 1st Day 3: 
Depart for the Amazon


Transfer Day

Breakfast in the hotel restaurant.
7:30am Bags out. Keep valuables in a carry-on.

8:10am Identify luggage in the lobby before it’s
tagged loaded onto the coach.

8:30am Depart for Lima Airport.
Flight LA 2019 departs 11:40am, arrives 1:30pm

1:30pm arrive in lquitos and coach to Nauta for
Embarkation



(4/3 B 4/5) N\ Amazon River
lquitos: Delfin [l e lquitos

Day 4 -6: Apr2-4 N ,’ | BRAZIL
* River exploration 7(

* Yanallpa and Dorado N\ /
 Pacaya River Pacific Ocean )4
* Yarapa River

Day 7: Apr 5 =
* Disembarkation & Fly to Cusco " Cusco e

* Transfer to Tambo Del Inka in Sacred Valley
Valley
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Presentation Notes
Day 4 through 7 are aboard the Delfin III and we’ll explore the many rivers that feed the confluence of the Amazon. 

Once our cruise special we’ll move on to the Sacred Valley for some really special experiences. 


Transfer Day

Flight to Iquitos

We have a tight layover today.
6:30am — 7:00am Breakfast in Delfin [Il Dining Room.
8:00am Bags outside staterooms.
9:00am Disembarkation
9:30am Depart for Manatee Rescue Center.
10:30am - 11:30am Amazon Forever visit.
12:00pm Arrive at Iquitos Airport for Check-in
2:10pm Flight to Lima
5:05pm Flight to Cusco
8:30pm Arrive to Tambo Del Inka


Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Today is another transfer day. 

We’ll have a regular morning on the Delfin III.  We’ll disembark and head to the Manatee Rescue Center where we’ll spend about an hour before Lima, to the airport. 

The naturalists will have our boarding passes luggage tags. We’ll tag our bags and drop them.

After disembarking the plane in Lima we will meet just outside  to the bathroom inside the luggage carousels. Use the b-room if needed. Then we’ll all exit and reenter together.  

Once back through security, please head straight to the gate and board our next flight to Cusco. 


Cusco
(4/5—4/8)
Tambo Del Inka

Day 8: Apr 6

e Scenic drive thru the Saltpans of
Maras

* Visit the Incan crop site of Moray
* Dinner at Hawa restaurant

Day 9: Apr 7

 Pachamama Ceremony and visit
Ollantaytambo Fortress

L LR



Transfer Day

Train Ride to Machu Picchu
Coach to Ollantaytambo train station
Board the Vistadome 203
Disembark & drop overnight bags with Hotel porters
Buffett Lunch @ Toto’s House
Board Bus to Machu Picchu for 15t visit.

Return to Hotel and meet for a group dinner.
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Presentation Notes
Today is another transfer day. 

Brand g will provide an overnight bag for use while we’re in Aguas Caliente.  

This bag should contain everything you need for the over night say at the Sumaq and all your needs for the Machu Picchu visits.  

Your checked luggage will be trucked to Cusco and be in your room at the Belmond upon arrival. 


Cusco
(4/8 —4/9)
Sumac Hotel

Day 10: Apr 8

* Train ride to Aguas Calientes
* Lunch

e First Machu Picchu

* Dinner at SumaQ

Passports are required for each visit to Machu Picchu.

Day 11: Apr 9

* Huayna Picchu or explore markets of
Machu Picchu Village on your own

* Train ride and sprinters to Cusco
* Dinner on your own



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be sure you pack everything you need for our jouirney to Machu Picchu in your Day Bag. Meds, passport


Transfer Day

Train Ride and transfer to Cusco
2nd visit to park or free time in the town,
Meet in Lobby @11 am
Pre-selected Lunch @ Indio Feliz
Pick up overnight bags from Hotel porters
Board the Vistadome 203
Disembark and board Sprinters to Cusco

Arrive at hotel ~5:30pm


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today is another transfer day. 

Optional 2nd visit to park or free time in town. 

11:00am Be ready walk to lunch and board the train for our journey to Cusco. 

Train back to Ollantaytambo where we board sprinters to take us to Cusco.  Use the toilets as there are no bathrooms on the sprinters. 


Cusco
(4/9—-4/11)

Belmond Hotel Monasterio

Day 12: Apr 10

e Visit Koricancha and Convent of Santo
Domingo

* Lunch on your own
 Dinner at Calle del Medio

Day 13: Aprll

 Visit Sacsayhuaman and Qengo

* Final Picnic Lunch

. D_epartures and transfers to Cusco ij' I[ i L’ I i
Airport H J !:””Fufrru
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Presentation Notes
City tour of Cusco on the 10th

More very interesting ruin to explore an learn about on the 11th, followed by picnic lunch and departures.  


Meal Pre-Selections

Please scan the QR code to complete your meal
selections for two upcoming meals.

Lunch at Indio Feliz Dinner at Calle del Medio



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meal Pre-Selections:

There are two meals that we need to provide meal selections in advance. 

This will help us keep to schedule. 

You can do this at any time and each guest will have to fill out a form in advance.  You can also do this when you come visit us at the welcome desk. 



Questions & Answers

Brand ﬁ"‘
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Presentation Notes
This is a photo of Lima. 
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